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The piesent invention lelates to a cojSm, especially to a foldable and/or collapsible 
coffin.. 



Conventional coffins are geneially rigid, heavy objects which aie awkwaid and 
cumbeisome to transport from one location to anothei . Snch cof&ns are fheiefore 
not paxticulaily suitable foi transpoiting dead bodies fiom accident locations. 
Furfheimoie, it is not convenient foi emergency services to stoie such coffins due 
to the laige volume of space each coffin r equites.. They can only be stacked on top 
of one another, or side by side, each of which stachng aiiangenaeaits is awkwaid 
to assemble due to the weight and size of the coffins.. 

Emer gency services tend to rely on body bags for Ihe removal and transportation 
of dead bodies from accident locations.. Conventional body bags, however, 
provide very little or no support to the body contained thei^in 

It is therefore an object of the piesent invention to provide a coffki which 
mitigates the disadvantages of the piior ait . 

It is a further object to provide a coffin which provides support to a body 
contained ther ein. 

It is a still finther object to provide a coffin suitably sized and dimensioned to be 
used by emergency services or the like at the scene of an accident 

Accor ding to a fiist aspect of the piesent invention, there is provided a coffin 
having a base poition coniprising a pluiahty of base panels, each base panel being 
coimected to the or each adjacent base panel by a jomt such that each base panel is 
foldable onto an adjacent base panel; and a plurality of side panels each connected 
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to the base poition by a joint such that each side panel is foldable onto an adjacent 
base paneL 

Prefeiably, the base panels aie connected end to end as a lineai seiies of adjacent 
5 panels . 

Prefeiably, each base panel has a first side panel foldably connected to a fiist edge 
theieof.'. 

0 Preferably, each base panel has a second side panel foldably connected to a 
second edge thereof opposed to the fiist edge.. 

Preferably, each side panel is connected to flie or each adjacent side panel by a 
joint 

5 

Fmther preferably, each side panel is associated with a particular base panels and 
the joint between any pair of adjacent side panels and the joint between the 
associated paii of base panels ar e substantially in register with one another .. 

0 Further preferably, the joints between the side panels and the base panels along 
one side of the base poition iar e substantially in r egister with one anothier and ar e 
substantially peipendiculai" to the joints between adjacent base paaiels . 

Prefeiably, the base panels and side panels axe substantially rectangular- in shape . 

Preferably, the cofSn fiiither comprises an end panel connected to one of the 
endmost base panels by a joint Fuither pref^ably, the coffin comprises an end 
panel connected to each of the endmost base panels by a joint 

The joints are preferably flexible joints, and they may take any smtable form, e.g. 
one or more pieces of natuial or synthetic fabric (woven or non^ woven), mesh or 
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webbing, with said fabiic, mesh, or webbing pr eferably foimed of nylon, 
polypiopylene oi a roixture thereof The panels may be foimed fi om any suitable 
material such as plastics, wood, caidboatd or metal. In some embodiments, the 
side panels and base panels may be included in a foldable continuous blank of 
material, e.g. of plastic, and the joints may be provided as fold lines, weakened 
lines or grooves. 

In some embodiments, one base panel and the two associated side panels may be 
included in a foldable continuous blauk of material, e .g. plastic, in which the 
joints are provided as fold lines, weakened lines oi grooves.. Preferably, a pluraUty 
of said foldable continuous blanks are provided each coimected to one or more 
adjacent foldable continuous blanks by respective joints.. 

The preferred arrangement is such that the base panels are foldable onto one 
another- in a concerttna-like maimer.. Preferably, even after the side panels and 
the end panels have been folded onto the base panels, the base panels are foldable 
onto one another in a concertina-like maimer^ 

Preferably, the coffin further comprises a Ud adapted to fit the coffin to maintain 
first and second side walls formed by the side panels in use, in position relative to 
one another iri the assembled configuration. 

Further preferably, the lid includes a pluiaHty of lid panels, each lid panel being 
cormected to the or each adjacent lid panel by a joint. 

In some embodiments, the base panels, side panels, and end panels if pr esent, may 
be attached to a sheet of material such that neighbouring panels are sufficiently 
spaced apart so that the material between panels provides said joints. 

la this case, the sheet of material may be suitably sized and dimensioned to 
include a portion of the material for forming a Hd for the coffin in the assembled 
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configuration. Such a lid may be separable fiom the main poition of the mateiial, 
by e.g. a zip- 
According to a second aspect of the pr esent invention, there is piovided a 
5 collapsible cofGn compiising first and second opposed end membeis spaced apait 
fiom one another by fiist and second collapsible side walls; the cofSn being 
convertible between a storage configuration, wherein the side walls are in a 
collapsed state; and an in-use configuration, wherein the side walls are in an 
extended state.. 

10 

Prefer ably, each of the side walls comprises a first collapsible zigzag arrangement 
of struts. 

Pr eferably, the struts are coimected substantially end to end. 

15 

Prefer ably, each of the side walls comprises a second zigzag aiiangement of 
stcuts, wherein the second zigzag arrangement is staggered fiom the first zigzag 
arrangement thereby forming a lattice. 

2 0 Further preferably, the stmts iaie capable of movement relative to one another such 
that the lattice is capable of concertina-like movement between the collapsed and 
extended states.. 

Further preferably, the coffin comprises locking means to lock the struts in 
2 5 position when the lattice is in the extended state- 

Additionally or alternatively, each of the side walls may comprise a plurality of 
co-axial, telescopically collapsible members extending between the first and 
second end m^bers.. 

30 
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Additionally or alternatively, each of the side walls may compiise an articulated 
series of struts conveitible from a zigzag collapsed state to a co-linear extended 
state.. 

Preferably, the coffin also compiises a base portion disposed between the side 
walls and the end members . 

Piefeiably, the base portion comprises a series of elongate rods, each of which 
rods is disposed between Ihe side walls and located substantially par allel to the 
end members. 

Preferably, the coffin further comprises a plurality of support rods connected 
between the side walls and located substantially parallel to the end members. 
Further preferably, the support rods are disposed substantially par allel to, and 
spaced apart fr om, the elongate rods. 

Preferably, flie coffin is substantially cuboid in its in use configuration.. 

As used her ein, the term "cojBBba" is intended to mean any suitable box, container 
or the like suitable for being used as a coffiii, wifliout intending the meaning of 
the term to be limited thereto.. 

As used herein, the term "staggered" is intended to mean that two or' more objects 
are offset relative to one another, particularly in the sense of being "out of phase" 
relative to each other, without intending the meaning of the term to be limited 
thereto. 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be described with refer ence to the 
accompanying drawings, in which> 
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Figuie 1 is apian view of a cofiSn accoiding to a fiist embodiment of tlie present 
invention, shown in an unassembled configuiation wheiein panels of the coffin 
aie in an unfolded state; 

5 Figure 2 is a perspective view of the coffin of figuie 1 in an assembled, or in-use 
configuiation, wherein ftie panels aie in a folded state; 

Figuies 2 a, 2b and 2 c show details of the coffin of figuie 2; 

0 Figui e 3 is a perspective view of a coffin according to a second embodiment of 
the present invention, shown in an in-use configuration, wherein side walls of the 
coffin ate in an extended state, and a plurality of locking arms aie provided to 
lock the side walls in position; 

5 Figuie 3a is an enlaiged view of one of the locking anns of figure 3; 

Figuie 4 is a perspective view of a coffin accoiding to a third embodiment of the 
present invention, shown in an in-use configuiation; 

1 Figme 5 is a perspective view of the coffin of figme 4, illustiating the coffin in a 
configuiation mtermediate the in-use configuiation and a storage configination; 

Figuie 6 is a perspective view of a coffin accoiding to a fourth embodioxent of the 
present invention, shown in an in-use configuiation; and 

Figuie 7 is a perspective view of the coffin of figure 6, iUustiatmg the coffin in a 
configuiation intermediate the in-use configuiation and a storage configuiation. 

Refeiiing to figures 1 - 2c of the accompanying diawmgs, there is illustrated a 
foldable coffin according to a first embodiment of flie present invention, generally 
iadicated as 10 in plan view and ia an unassembled configuiation in figure L The 
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coffin 10 has a base portion 12 compiising a pluiality of base panels 14, each base 
panel 14 being connected to the or each adjacent base panel 14 by a joint 16 . The 
coffin 10 also comprises a pluiality of side panels 18 each connected to the base 
poition 12 by a joint 20- The coffin 10 is adapted so that each base panel 14 is 
foldable onto an adjacent base panel 14, and each side panel 18 is foldable onto an 
adjacent base panel 14.. The coffin 10 is conveitible between an unassembled 
configuration wherein the panels 14, 18 aie in an unfolded state, as shown in 
figuie 1; an assembled, in- use configmation wheiein the panels 14, 18 are in a 
folded state, as shown in figui e 2; and a storage configuiation wheiein the panels 
14, 18 are in an alteiaative folded state, as will be desciibed in moie detail 
hereinafter.. 

The base panels 14 are connected end to end as a Hneai series of adjaceat panels 
14. Each of the base panels 14 includes fiist and second opposed edges 14a, 14b- 
Each base panel 14 has a fiist side panel 18 foldably connected to the first edge 
14a theieof . Fuitheinaoie, each base panel 14 also has a second side panel 18 
foldably coimected to the second edge 14b theieof Each of the side paaels 1 8 is 
connected to the or each adjacent side panel 18 by a joint 22.. 

As will be appreciated fi:om figuie 1, each side panel 18 is piefeiably associated 
with apaiticulat base panel 14, such that the joint 22 between any pair of adjacent 
side panels, and the joint 16 between the associated paii of base panels 1 4 are 
substantially in legister with one another.. The coffin 10 is prefeiably adapted so 
that the joints 20 between the side panels 18 and the base panels 14 along one side 
of the base poition 12 are substantially in legistei with one anothei, and are 
substantially peipendiculai to the joints 16 between adjacent base panels 14.. The . 
base panels 14 and side panels 1 8 aie preferably substantially rectangular in 
shape.. Hence, when laid out as shown in figuie 1, the base panels 14 and the side 
panels 1 8 together foim a generally rectangulai shape, the joints 1 6, 20, 22 being 
ananged in a lattice fashion with the joints 16, 22 prefeiably being substantiaUy 
peipendicular to the joints 20.. 
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Prefei ably, the coffin 1 0 fuithei compiises an end panel 24 connected to one or 
each one of the endmost base panels 14 by a joint 26.. 

The joints 16, 20, 22, 26 are preferably flexible, and they may take aay suitable 
form, e.g.. one or moie pieces of woven oi non-woven fabric, mesh or webbing 
(textile 01 synthetic) formed fiom, for example, nylon, polypropylene or the like.. 
The joints 1 6, 20, 22, 26, may, however, be in any other suitable foim, such as 
suitably dimensioned hinges (not shown) about which the panels 14, 18, 24 may 
pivot The panels 14, 18, 24 may be formed fiom any suitable material such as 
plastics, wood, cardboard or metal.. 

It will be appieciated that the side panels 18 and the base panels 14 may be 
included in, or fonned fiom, a foldable continuous blank of mateiial, e .g.. plastics, 
in which fold lines, eg. grooves or weakened lines, aie foimed, e..g.. by routing, 
scoiing, heat tr eatment etc., to provide the joint. A number of contiguous blanks 
may be foimed together in a loU or strip and separated fiom one another before or 
after shipping, or immediately before use;. 

It will be further appieciated that one of the base panels 14, and the two associated 
side panels 18, may be included in, or foimed fioin, a foldable continuous blank 
of material, e.g. plastics.. In this case, the joints 20 between the base panels 14 and 
side panels 18 may be pr ovided as fold luxes, weakened Imes or grooves.. A 
plur ality of said foldable continuous blanks may be provided, each eoiinected to 
one or more adjacent foldable continuous blanks by lespective joints.. The 
respective jomts may be the joials 16, 22, respectively connecting a base panel 14 
of a fiist blank with a base panel 14 of a second blank; and the side panels 1 8 of 
respective fiist and second blanks to one another. 

The cofiBn 10 may also comprise aplurality of coiner panels 28, each of which 
coiner panels 28 is foldably connected to an end panel 24 at a first edge 28a, and 
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to a side panel IS at a second edge 28b, as shown in figiue 1 . In this aiiangement, 
the side panels 18, the base panels 14 and, additionally, the end panels 24 and 
optionally die comei panels 28 may all be included m, or foimed from, a 
continuous blank of material.. 

The cofBn 10 will now be described in the assembled configuiation. As shown in 
figme 2, when the coffin 10 adopts the assembled configmation, the side panels 
18 located at one side of the base poition 12 togethei piovide a first side ^all 30, 
and the side panels 18 located at the opposite side of the base portion 12 provide a 
second side wall 32 . The side walls 30, 32 are folded relative to the base poition 
12 at their respective joints 20.. The joints 20 togethei are substantially co-lineai 
and may serve as a single joint, such that each side wall 30, 32 is substantially 
peipoidiciilai to the base poition 12- The end panels 24 are folded relative to the 
base portion 12 at tiieh respective joints 26, such that each end panel 24 is also 
substantially peipendiculai to the base poition 12. Accordingly, the cofiBjn 10 is 
generally cuboid in siispc in the assembled configuration- 

A hd 33 may be provided which, preferably, comprises a plurahty of Ud panels 
34, each adjacent lid panel 34 bemg connected by a joint 35. The lid 33 may or 
may not be dimensioned to fully cover the mouth of the coffin 10- Altenaatively, 
the hd 33 may comprise a blank (not shown), which incorporates creases or folds 
allowing it to be folded in a concertina- like marmer: 

The lid 33 is pr eferably dimensioned so that it fits the coffin 10 to maintain the 
side walls 30, 32, in position relative to one another in the assembled 
configuration, thus preventing the side walls 30, 32 fiom collapsing inwardly into 
the coffin 10. Referring to figme 2c, it will be apparent that a plmality of clips 38 
are pr eferably attached to the lid 33, by welding for example.. The clips 38 are 
adapted fox engagement with the respective adjacent side panels 18 when in the 
assembled configuration- Each clip 38 is affixed to the respective lid panel 34 by 
e..g. welding or the like, projects laterally therefiom and is shaped to defitae a seat 
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for leceiving ttie adjacent side panel 18, and for holding same in close pioximity 
with the lid panel 35.. Thus, not only does the lid 33 itself pr eferably prevent the 
side walls 30, .32 fiom collapsing inwardly, the clips 38 prefer ably hang ovei the 
top edge of the side walls 30, 32 and prevent the lid 33 &om falling down within 
the coffin 10, and also pievent the side walls 30, 32 fiom moving outwardly, 
when the coffin 10 is in the assembled configuration. 

Refening now to figuie 2b, it is preferred that each of the end panels 24 caiiies 
one or more clips 36 for engagement with the lespective adjacent side panels 1 8 
when in the assembled configuration. Similai" to the cUps 38, each clip 36 is 
affixed to the respective end panel 24 by e.g. welding oi the like, proj acts lateially 
therefi-om and is shaped to define a seat foi xeceiving the adjacent side panel 18, 
and for holding same in close proximity with the end panel 24.. The end panels 
24, when positioned in the folded state (i e- assembled configuiation) also sit 
inside the lespective side panels 18, providmg fuither suppbit to the side walls 30, 
32, to prevent them firom collapsing inwardly. Furthermore, the cHps 36 attached 
to the end panels 24 also prevent the side walls 30, 32 &om moving outwar dly in 
use. 

It will be appieciated that the coinei panels 28 ai e piefeiably made fi om a 
substantially wateipioof flexible material.. In this case> they may be folded to lie 
substantially flush agamst the side walls 30, 32, as shown for example in figuie 2. 
The corner panels 28 may therefore pr ovide a waterproof barrier m tixe coineis of 
the assembled coffin 10. 

- 

Refening now to figuie 2a, it will be fuifher ^preciiated that when some oi all of 
the jomts 1 6, 20, 22, 26 are in the foim of a waterproof; substantially flexible 
material, the joints 16, 20, 22, 26 wiU tend to provide the coffin 10 with a 
substantially wateipioof barrier along said waterproof joints 16, 20, 22, 26.. 
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The coffin 10 is convertible between the assembled configuiation, the 
imassembled configuiation (wherein the panels 14, 18, 24, 28 aie in the unfolded 
state) and the storage configuiation (wherein the panels 14, 18, 24, 28 aie in an 
alternative folded state), as will now be described.. 

In oidei to conveit the co£6n 10 into the stoiage configuiation, the lid 33 is 
removed and the side panels 1 8 aie released fiom the clips 36, 3 8 . This allows the 
coffin 10 to adopt the unassembled configuiation wheieiu the panels 14, 18, 24, 
28 are in the unfolded state, as shown ia figure 1.. The side walls 3 0, 32 (i..e. the 
side panels 18) may each be folded onto the base portion 12 via the joints 20.. One 
of the fiist and second side walls 30, .32 is folded onto the base portion 12, 
followed by the other of the sides wails 30, 32 . In this anangement, the fir st and 
second side walls 30, 32, overlap each othei at least to some extent.. Alternatively, 
each of the base panels 14 may beapproximately double the ar ea of one of the side 
panels 18 In this anangement, two opposing side panels 18 would not over lap 
e^h othei when folded onto the base panel 14 rutermediate the opposing side 
panels 1 8 . Thus, when the side panels 18 along both sides of the base portion 12 
aie folded onto the base portion 12, both panels of each pair of opposed side 
panels 18 would lie fully within the bounds of a single base panel 1 4., 

The pr efeir ed air angement is that the base panels 14 are then foldable onto one 
another in a concertina-like manner, after the side panels 18 have been folded onto 
the base panels 14.... Hence the base poition 12 and the side walls 3 0, 32 may be 
folded into a stor age configmation in this way, in which the over all size of the 
coffin 10 is generally deteimiaed in two dimensions by the size of the base panels 
14 (or the largest of the base panels 14 if they aie not of equal size). 

The end panels 24, which are preferably substantially equal in size to the base 
panels 14, may also be folded onto the endmost base panels 14 If the flexible 
comer panels 28 aie piesent, they can also be folded over onto either* the 
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respective adjacent side panel 18 or end panel 24, befoie the panels 18, 24 aie 
arranged into the alternative folded state foi the stoiage configuration- 
It will be appreciated that this fiist embodiment may be adapted so that the base 
panels 14, side panels 18 (and end panels 24 and comer panels 28 if present) aie 
attached to a sheet of material.. In this way, neighbouiing panels 14, 1 8, 24, 28 
would be sufficiently spaced apait so that the mateiial between the panels 14, 18, 
24, 28 provides the jomts 16, 20, 22, 26. The width and length of the joints 16, 20, 
22, 26 could be adjusted as desned, by adjusting the spacing between the 
respective panels 14, 18, 24, 28. The coffin 10 could be assembled as pieviously 
described herein, by folding the panels 14, 18, 24 along thteii lespective joints 16, 
20,22,26. 

The sheet of material would be flexible and piefeiably made fiom e.g.. polythene, 
PVC coated nylon or polyurethane. The sheet of material may be suitably sized 
and dimensioned to form an integral lid for the coffin (10> in the assembled 
configuration. Foi example, once the coffin 10 has been assembled, the fiee edges 
of the sheet of material cbuld then be fastened togethei, e . g , by a zip, to foim a lid. 
The sheet may be formed fiom a waterproof material, so Chat the external surface 
of the coffin 10 is wateipioof. 

A bag (not shown) may also be provided which is suitable to receive a body (not 
shown) within the coffin 10. The bag is preferably shaped and dimensioned to 
suit the internal dimensions of the cofSn 10 in its assembled configuration. The 
bag preferably comprises a tr ansparent waterproof material, such as plastic or toe 
like . The bag may be sealed tigjitly using any suitable means, such that the body 
and any gases or hquids associated wifli body or its suiioimdings are also safely 
letained therein.. 

Additionally or alternatively, an insert layer (not shown) raay be provided which 
would be located inside the coffin 10 in its assembled condQguration. The insert 
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layer may take the fonn of a flexible sheet which, preferably, would be provided 
with handles along the edges thereof. Alternatively, the iosert layer may be in 
foim of a series of intei -connected panels (not shoAvn) similat to the structure of 
the base portion 12 of the coffin 10, In either case, the insert layer may be used to 
5 help bodies to be lowered mto the coffin 10 and raised, out of the coffin 10.. 

If the insert layer is in tire form of inter-cormected panels, it will be appreciated 
that the joints of said panels would preferably be stagger ed with respect to the 
joints 16 located between the base panels 14 of the base portion 12- This 
a 0 staggered air angement would pr eferably provide rigidity to the base portion 12, so 
that the joints 1 6 would tend not to sag when a heavy Aveight such as a body is 
pi esent within the coffin 10. 

Furtiier alternatively, it will be appreciated that the insert layer may be releasafaly 
15 attached to the coffin 10. Furthermore, instead of the insert layer, a rigid board 
(not shown) or the Uke may be pr ovided within the co£5n 10, suitably sized and 
dimensioned to fit substantially on the base portion 12, again preferably including, 
handles along the edges thereof, 

2 0 Referring now to figure 3, there is illustrated a collapsible coffin 40 according to a 
second embodiment of the present invention. The collapsible coffin 40 comprises 
first and second opposed end members 42, 44 spaced apart fiom one another by 
first and second collapsible side walls 46, 48.. The co£3Bn 40 is convertible 
between a storage configuration, wher ein the side walls 46, 48 ar e in a collapsed 

2 5 state, and an in-use configuration, wherein the side waJls 46, 48 are in an extended 
state.. Prefer ably, the coffin 40 is substantially cuboidaJ in shape in its in-use 
configuration. The coffin 40 also prefeiably comprises a base portion 62 disposed 
between tlie side walls 46, 48 and the end members 42, 44, as will be described in 
more detail hereinafter.. 

.3 0 
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Preferably, each of the side walls 46, 48 comprises a. fir st collapsible zigzag 
arrangement 50, wheiein the zigzag anangement 50 comprises a series of struts 
52.. Each of the side walls 46, 48 preferably also comprises a second zigzag 
arrangement 54, which arrangement 54 also comprises a series of struts 56. The 
5 struts 52 are preferably r espectively connected substantially end to end by 
couplings 58, as are the struts 56. The second zigzag airangement 54 is 
preferably staggered fiom the first zigzag arrangement 50, in an engaging 
inter locking arr angement, such that the first and second zigzag arrangements 50, 
54 form a lattice. Alternatively, the first and second zigzag arrangements 50, 54 
1 0 may be arranged so that they are not interlocking, and may, for example, be in an 
overlying relationship with lespect to each other.. 

The struts 52 of the first zigzag arrangement 50 are shown to include alternating 
longer and shorter struts 52. Similarly, the second zigzag arrangement 54 

15 comprises a series of long and short stmts 56.. It will, be appreciated, however, 
that each of the struts 52, 56 may be equal in length, or adapted in any other 
suitable way . Furthermore, although the sttuts 52, 56 are shown to be connected 
end to end by couplings 58, it will be appreciated that the lattice arrangement is 
not to be construed as being limited in this way. The struts 54, 56 are capable of 

2 0 movement relative to one another such that the lattice (formed fiom the first and 
second zigzag arrangements 50, 54) is capable of concertina-like movement 
between the collapsed and extended states.. 

Preferably, a number of locking arms 60 are provided as a locking means to lock 
25 the struts 52, 56 in position when the lattice is iri the extended state.. The locking 
arms 60 ar e preferably in the form of detachable latolies or hooks, as shown in 
figure 3a for example. In this case, each of the lockixijg arms 60 is preferably 
connected at one end to a stiut 52, 56, as appropriate, when the collapsible coffin 
40 is in the collapsed state. Once the lattices forming the first and second walls 46, 
30 48 have been extended, the otherwise fiee end of oaoh of the locking arms 60 is 
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hooked or connected to the adjacent stiixt 52, 56 as appropriate, as shown in figure 
3.. 

Preferably, the base portion 62 comprises a series of elongate rods 64, each of 
which rods 64 is disposed between the side walls 46, 48 and located substantially 
parallel to the end members 42, 44. It will be appreciated that the base portion 62 
may alternatively comprise a lattice (not shoA^oi) extending between the two end 
members 42, 44 and side walls 46, 48.. In this maimer , the base portion lattice 
would be convertible between a collapsed state and an extended state similar to 
the side walls 46, 48.. The base portion 62 is adapted to provide support to a body 
or the like, during use.. 

The conversion of the collapsible cofBn 40 fiom the storage configuration to the 
ui-use configuiation will now be described. The end members 42, 44 are gener ally 
manually pulled apart, urging the first and second latticed walls 46, 48 into the 
extended state, as shown m figure 3 . Once the coffin 40 has been fully extended, 
the locking arms 60 may be connected between the respective struts 52, 56.. 
Finally, a nxmiber of support rods 66 may be cormected between the side walls 46^ 
48, and located substantially par allel to the end members 42, 44„ Such siq>port 
rods are preferably disposed substantially parallel to, and spaced apart fiom, the - 
elongate rods 64 .The support rods 66 may pr ovide further rigidity and stability to 
the in-use configuration of the coffin 40 „ It will be appreciated that the support 
rods 66 maybe adapted as desired, or even replaced by a lid (not shown) for 
example. 

Although not shown in the dr awings, it will be appreciated that a bag (not shown) : 
and/or an insert layer (not shown) maybe provided for use with the coffin 40 of • 
the second embodiment The insert layer may be releasably attached to the coffin 
40, e g. to the side walls 46, 48, thus forming a sheet upon which a body or the - 
like may be placed.. The bag and/or insert layer would preferably be shaped and 
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dimensioned as previously desciibed herein with respect to the coffin 10 of the 
fir st embodiment. 

Refeiiing now to figures 4 and 5, thete is illustiated a coiBn 140 accoiding to a 
5 third embodiment of the present invention. Like featuies of the second 

embodiment have been accoided like zefeience numeials in the thhd embodiment, 
and, unless stated to the contraiy, perfbrai like fimction. 

In the third embodiment, the coffin 140 comprises first and second collapsible 
10 side walls 146, 148- Each of the side walls 146, 148 comprises aplmality of co- 
axial, telescopically coUapsible/extendible members 70 extending between the 
first and second end members 142, 144- The members 70 are capable of 
movement r elative to one another such that the side waUs 146, 148 are capable of 
movement between the collapsed and extended states, as illustrated in figure 5 for 
15 example.. 

Refening now to figures 6 and 7, there is illustrated a coflSn 240 according to a 
fourth embodiment of the present invention. Like features of the second and third 
embodiments have been accorded like reference numerals in the fomth 
2 0 embodiment, and, unless stated to the contrary, perform like function. 

In this foiHth embodiment, each of the side walls 246, 248 pr eferably comprises 
an articulated series of stmts 72 convertible between a zigzag collapsed state (as 
shown in. figure 7) and a co-linear extended state (as shown in figure 6). It will be 
2 5 appreciated that, although not shown, the articulated struts 72 preferably include a 
self-retaitiing mechanism, to releasably lock the struts 72 in position once they are 
in the extended state- The struts 72 are preferably supported by spaced-qpart 
vertical struts extending substantially perpendicularly ther efiom, as shown in i 
figures 6 and 7. 
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It will be appaient that either of the thiid and foxHth embodiments may be adapted 
in any suitable way, such as to mclude a base portion. Furtheimoie, an 
embodiment (not shown) of the invention may be devised which includes one oi* 
moie of the vaxiations of the side walls 46; 146; 246, 48; 148; 248 in each of the 
side walls thereof 

It will be appreciated that a substantially cuboid cover (not shown) is prefeiably 
provided which is adapted to fit over the coffin 10; 40; 140; 240.. The covei may 
be shaped and dimensioned so that it fits tightly over the coffin 10; 40; 140; 240 
when the cofiin 10; 40; 140; 240 is in either the storage configuration and/oi the 
in-use configuiation.. For example, if' the covei fits tightly over the cofSn 10; 40; 
140; 240 in the stoiage configuiation, the covei would be lemoved before 
extending the coffin 10; 40; 140; 240 into its assembled, oi in-use configuiation.. 
Alternatively, if the covei is adapted to fit ovei the coffin 10; 40; 140; 240 in the 
in-use configuiation, the cover may be provided with one oi moie zips to piovide 
easy access to an object sucla as a body present in the coffin 10; 40; 140; 240. In 
this way, in the infuse configm ation, the cover may even seive as a lid for the 
coffin 10; 40; 140; 240. Advantageously, the cover may be provided with a 
number of folds of material along the length of the cover, so Aat the cover fits the 
coffin 10; 40; 140; 240 in tke stoiage configuration. Once the cover has been 
removed, and the folds of material unfolded, the same covei could then be used to 
surround the coffin 10; 40; 140; 240 in the extended state. 

In eithei case, the covei may be made fiom any suitable material, such as a 
wateipioof cloth or plastic. The cover is pi efeiably made fiom a mateiial that can 
I esist corrosion fiom chemicals in gas or liquid foim, and furfhennoie contain 
such gases or hquids- The cover* may be sealed tightly, using any suitable means^ 
such that the body and any gases or liquids associated with the body or its 
surroundings aie also safely retained therein. The cover may be provided with 
handles so that the coffin 10; 40; 140; 240 maybe conveniently carried. It wiU be 
appaient that some vaiiatiorts of the coffin 10 of the fir^st embodiment (e.g.. when 
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tbe panels 14, 16 aie attached to a sheet of mateiial) may not lequiie a sepai ate 
outer cover, since the sheet of mateiial can itself provide the cof35n 10 with a 
wateiproof external suiface, theieby acting as a form of cover.. 

The present invention theiefoie piovides a convenient and relatively ligbit weight 
coffin 10; 40; 140; 240 for the lemoval of bodies fiom the scene of an accident 
The coffin 10; 40; 140; 240 also piovides sufficient support to the body being 
transported. 

It will be appar ent that although the coffin 10; 40; 140; 240 is preferably used as 
an emer gency coflSn at the scene of an accident, it may be adapted in size oi shape 
to suit any particular' needs.. In paiticulai, if 'deshed, the coffin may be used on its 
side so that a body could be placed on one of the end panels 24 or end members 
42, 44; 142, 144; 242, 244, 

It will be fiuthei apparent that the coffin is not limited to cauying bodies, and that 
it may be used to cany any other suitable. object or substance.. Due to its rigid 
nature and wateiproof cover, it may be xised to house a homeless; person, for 
protection against flie elements. The coffin or box may also be suitable for 
containment of hazardous mateiials, such as waste materials, contaroinated 
materials, chemical or biological rriaterials, or a body which has been iii contact 
with any such materials . The coffin may also be suitable for the containment and 
protection of objects oi' substances fi^om contaminants.. 

The piesent invention is not limited to the embodiments described her ein, which 
may be amended oi modified without depaiting fiom the scope of the pr esent 
invention.. 



